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BOARD OF GARRETT COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 Community Action Committee, Inc. Application 
Maryland Department of Housing and Community Development Community 

Development Block Grant Program - COVID-19 Grant 
Thursday, June 4, 2020 

Meeting was Held via Video Conference 
 
 

IN ATTENDANCE      Chairman Paul C. Edwards 
Commissioner James C. Hinebaugh 
Commissioner S. Larry Tichnell 

        
County Administrator Kevin G. Null 
Cynthia Sharon, Project Manager 
Duane Yoder, President, GCCAC 
Regina Gearhart, GCCAC Staff 
Carrie DiSimone, GCCAC Staff 

  
The Public Hearing was call to order by Chairman Edwards at 3:00 P.M.     
   
Cindy Sharon, Project Manager, Garrett County Department of Economic Development, provided an 
overview of the project: 
 

During the Public Hearing on this date, citizens were invited to express views on community development, and 
housing and homeless needs, in preparation for the submission of an application to the Maryland Department 
of Housing and Community Development’s (MD DHCD) Community Development Block Grant Program 
(CDBG). Comments will be accepted through June 8, 2020 via email to gccomments@garrettcounty.org and 
will be made part of the record.  $4,451,130 in CDBG funding is available to be awarded statewide from the 
Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security Act (CARES).  Funds must be used to prevent, prepare for, and 
respond to the coronavirus.  
 

Applications for consideration of CDBG CARES COVID funding were made available for public review and will 
continue through Monday, June 8, 2020 by accessing the website, using information provided in the Public 
Hearing Notice advertised in The Republican newspaper on May 28, 2020. 
  

https://www.garrettcounty.org/economic-development/fileshare/md-cdbg-homeless-covid-19   
entering the username:  Homeless    password: COVID-19 

 
The two applications proposed are for:  

(1) rental assistance for up to three months to low income persons at risk of losing their home due 
to COVID-19; and  
(2) in-home services for elderly and disabled individuals isolated by COVID-19.  Requests for funding 
currently total approximately $520,000 for approximately $720,000 in total project costs, to include 
rental assistance, inspections, salaries, and contractual expenses, utilizing the proposed sub-
recipient, Garrett County Community Action Committee, Inc. (GCCAC)’s, and its division of Service 
Coordination, and its Department of Aging and Nutrition.  Assistance is available countywide, with a 
projected 453 beneficiaries served.  Applications are due to MD DHCD on June 12, 2020. 
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The applications under consideration followed a survey that was distributed to local municipalities 
and the numerous agencies represented on the Garrett County Continuum of Care, to include 
Garrett County Community Action Committee, Inc., Garrett County Department of Social Services, 
the Garrett County Health Department and other health providers, individuals that have 
experienced homelessness, public safety, faith-based organizations, and other representatives 
dedicated to meet the needs of people experiencing homelessness, or at risk of homelessness.  

 

GCCAC staff, Duane Yoder, President; Regina Gearhart, Director of Aging and Nutrition; and Carrie 
DiSimone, Director of Service Coordination, was available to provide additional details.  

 

Duane Yoder and Regina Gearhart, Community Action provided an overview of use of funds: 
  -In-home care for senior and disabled 
  -Rental assistance-projected need for200 households. 
  
Resolution 2020 – 2 (Attached) 
              Chairman Edwards read Resolution 2020 - 2 and advised that the Board of County Commissioners 

typically waits until the next meeting to officially adopt a Resolution in support of an application,  
but due to application deadline requirements Resolution 2020 - 2 would need to be adopted on this 
date. Chairman Edwards opened the floor for a motion to adopt the Resolution due to the time 
limits. 

 

The Board of County Commissioners, on a motion by Commissioner Hinebaugh, which was seconded 
by Commissioner Tichnell, and made unanimous by Chairman Edwards, adopted Resolution 2020 - 2. 

 

Chairman Edwards stated that citizens were invited to express their views on community development, and 
housing and homeless needs, in preparation for the submission of an application to the Maryland 
Department of Housing and Community Development’s (MD DHCD) Community Development Block Grant 
(CDBG) Program. Comments will be accepted through June 8, 2020 and will be made part of the record. 

 
ADJOURNMENT:  The Board of County Commissioners, on a motion by Commissioner Tichnell, which was 
seconded by Commissioner Hinebaugh, and made unanimous by Chairman Edwards, adjourned the Public 
Meeting at 3:09 P.M.  

 
 

Attest:       By Order of the Board, 
 
_______________________________   _______________________________ 
KEVIN G. NULL      PAUL C. EDWARDS, Chairman 
County Administrator     Board of County Commissioners    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 






