
DEEP CREEK LAKE AUGUST 9, 2013 SEWER SPILL FACT SHEET 

What time did leak occur?  

 No exact way to determine based on estimated flow, leak, and pump hours. It was 

estimated 6-12 hours prior to discovery at 8:20 a.m. on August 9. 

How long was it overflowing before it was discovered?  

 Same as answer above.  

How was it discovered?  

 Department of Public Utilities (DPU) Superintendent noticed odors as he drove by at 

8:15 a.m. on Friday August 9th.  

Was it mechanical malfunction or human error?  

 Both.   The storage tank was put on-line while DPU personnel fixed a leak on Deep Creek 

Drive on Friday August 2nd. The leak was repaired at 9 p.m. on August 2 and the tank 

was not taken off-line until it overflowed.   In addition, the warning light, and alarm did 

not sound due to a loose wire in the control panel.  

How long once it was discovered until it stopped overflowing?  

 Approximately 5-10 minutes.  DPU Superintendent radioed maintenance staff that 

immediately responded and shut the valve taking the storage tank off-line and 

preventing any further overflow.  

What was the remedy that corrected it?   

 The valve was shut, thus stopping flow to the tank and diverting it back into the main 

line.  

What immediate actions were taken?  

 The overflow area was examined, due to the rain there was no sewage solids visible, the 

Garrett County Health Department and Maryland Department of the Environment were 

notified.  DPU posted 35 warning signs surrounding the affected areas.   A public 

announcement was issued by DPU at 1:22 on August 9.  This was posted to the Garrett 

County website and sent to the media, Deep Creek Lake Property Owners Association, 

and the various rental agencies.  

What was the emergency notification procedure to the media, to the immediate property owners, etc? 

Who was contacted and how?  

 Same as listed in previous answer.  

  

 



How was water sampling carried out?  Procedurally what is involved? Samples from the stream? How far 

in the lake does is go?  

 Samples are collected on a daily basis by the operations supervisor and taken to the 

DPU Deep Creek Lake Laboratory. 

How long did this continue?  

 DPU followed the recommendation of the Health Department on this matter.  Testing 

results thus far have shown significant reductions in the levels of E. coli over the past 3 

days.  

What measures, procedures or systems can be put in place to further reduce the likelihood of a 

reoccurrence?  

 Warning alarm has been fixed and tested. Additionally, DPU personnel have been 

assigned to manually check tank levels every Monday, Wednesday, and Friday to 

prevent any future reoccurrence.  


