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Chapter 1-Plan Introduction 

Purpose 

 
The State of Maryland requires that counties update their Land Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan 

(LPPRP) every five years; one year prior to the revision of the statewide Maryland Land Preservation, 

Parks and Recreation Plan.  The LPPRPs qualify local governments for State Program Open Space (POS) 

grants and other programs related to three land resource elements: recreation and parks; agricultural land 

preservation; and natural resource land conservation. 

 

This 2017 LPPRP has been developed in accordance with guidelines developed in 2015 by the Maryland 

Departments of Planning and Natural Resources.  The main purpose for the 2017 Garrett County LPPRP 

is to identify future needs and priorities for parks, recreation and open space acquisition, facility 

development and rehabilitation in the County and its eight incorporated towns.  These needs and priorities 

serve as a guide for land acquisitions and capital investments in the Countyôs and townsô Capital 

Improvements Programs.  Upon adoption, this 2017 LPPRP replaces the 2012 LPPRP and becomes one 

of a number of functional plans that help implement the Garrett County Comprehensive Plan.  

   
Chapter 1 includes; general geographic information, general population/demographic information and 

introduction to and map of the entire system of public parks and recreation facilities and preserved natural 

resource and agricultural land.  

Chapter 2 includes a Parks and Recreation executive summary and an overview of the parks and 

recreation system in the County. This chapter also includes a summary of parks and recreation focused 

information including relevant summary information from existing County plans and other pertinent 

public information and directs readers to other plans, program documents, reports or resources that 

provide more in-depth information. A discussion of County and state goals concerning parks and 

recreation, a list and summary of programs/funding sources used to achieve those goals, and 

inventory of existing public parks and recreation facilities, a discussion of user demand, a level 

of service analysis and a discussion of the capital improvement plan are also included. The 

chapter also includes a section updating trail planning efforts and new trail construction in the County, 

with a continued focus on developing and interconnecting trails. 

Chapter 3 is the Natural Resource and Land Conservation chapter. This chapter includes an overview of 

Natural Resource land conservation in the County along with County goals for natural resource land 

conservation. Included is an inventory of protected natural resource lands, mapping and a plan for 

implementing ordinances and programs.   

Chapter 4 Addresses Agricultural Land Preservation in the County. This chapter includes an overview of 

Agricultural Land Preservation in the County along with County goals and an inventory of existing 

preserved agricultural land and associated mapping.  

 

Process 

 
The 2017 LPPRP was prepared by the Garrett County Department of Planning and Land Management 

(the Department).  The 2017 LPPRP references and incorporates information from the 2012 LPPRP 

prepared by Environmental Resources Management of Annapolis, Maryland.  In addition, data and 

information from various other County documents are included where relevant.  These documents include 

but are not limited to the 2008 Garrett County Comprehensive Plan, the 2004 Deep Creek Lake Boating 
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and Commercial Use Carrying Capacity, and the 2011 Garrett County Heritage Area Management Plan. 

Data from State agencies such as the Maryland Department of Planning and Federal agencies such as the 

US Census Bureau were incorporated into this plan.  In addition, the Department provided all GIS 

mapping incorporated herein. 

 

The eight incorporated towns in Garrett County were solicited for comments via a letter circulated in 

January of 2016.  Also in January of 2016, the Department released an on-line survey to the general 

public seeking input and comments in identifying needs and future priorities.  The survey was advertised 

in local papers, utilizing local organizationôs email listings, and via the County website.  The survey was 

available until March of 2016.  

 

A draft of this plan was completed by fall of 2016 and underwent internal review.  It was then sent to the 

eight municipalities and forwarded to the DNR and MDP for review and comment.  Comments were 

received and incorporated into the document.  The Garrett County Planning Commission reviewed the 

draft in January of 2017 and held a public hearing in April of 2017.  After initial review by MD DNR and 

MDP the document was forwarded Board of County Commissioners in September of 2017.  The Board 

held a public hearing on October 2, 2017 and adopted the plan shortly thereafter. 

 

County Geography 

 
Garrett County is Maryland's westernmost County. It is bordered to the north by the MasonïDixon line 

with Pennsylvania, to the south by the Potomac River and West Virginia, to the west by a border with 

West Virginia, and to the east with Allegany County, Maryland.  Garrett County contains eight 

incorporated towns: Accident, Deer Park, Friendsville, Grantsville, Kitzmiller, Loch Lynn Heights, 

Mountain Lake Park and Oakland.  See Figure 1-1 to view a locational map. 

 

The County is located entirely within the highland zone of the Appalachian Mountains, also known as the 

Allegheny Mountains, the Allegheny Plateau, and the Appalachian Plateau. The County's highest 

elevations are located along four ridges that range to a height of 3,360 feet at Hoye-Crest along Backbone 

Mountain, the highest point in the state of Maryland. As is typical in the Allegheny region, broad flats 

generally lie below the ridge crests that range in elevation from 2,500 to 3,000 feet. The center of the 

County is dominated by Deep Creek Lake, the largest inland body of water in the State with 69 miles of 

shoreline, and an elevation of 2462 feet above sea level. The lake is home to a wide variety of freshwater 

fish and aquatic birds and covers approximately 3,900 acres. 

 

Garrett County is drained by two major river systems, the Potomac and the Youghiogheny Rivers. The 

Savage River drains the eastern third of the County and empties into the Potomac at Bloomington. The 

Potomac is part of the Chesapeake Bay drainage system. The Casselman River, a tributary of the 

Youghiogheny, flows north from the Countyôs central section into western Pennsylvania. The 

Youghiogheny River drains the western and central portions of the County and also flows north into 

Pennsylvania, where it empties into the Monongahela River, eventually flowing into the Mississippi 

River. 

 

Garrett County contains approximately 419,293 acres (655 square miles). It is the second-largest County 

in Maryland by land area. According to MD DNRôs FY16 DNR Owned Lands Acreage Report, the 

County contains over 87,653 acres of parks, lakes, and publicly accessible forestland, approximately 20% 

of the Countyôs land area.  The 2010 Land Use Summary from the Maryland Department of Planning 

indicates that approximately 284,457 acres (68%) of the County is forested, while about 89,323 acres 

(21%) is used for agriculture and approximately 1% is water cover. Most of the remaining 41,797 acres 

(10%) of total developed lands in the County are located in and around the eight incorporated towns, 

areas in proximity to interchanges of Interstate 68 and around Deep Creek Lake. A total of 377,496 acres 

within the County (90%) are listed as resource lands (see Figure 1-2). 
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Garrett County's environmental assets include scenic and wild rivers; three significant manmade lakes; 

large tracts of forested areas; the Allegheny Mountains and rolling rural landscapes.   This abundant 

natural beauty is appreciated not only by residents, but also by outdoor enthusiasts that regularly visit the 

Countyôs many state parks and forests, for its hunting, fishing, biking, world class whitewater, boating, 

and winter sports opportunities.  The Countyôs natural resources have benefited greatly from the 

preservation afforded by a high level of recreation and resource land owned by the State of Maryland, 

other governmental agencies, the towns, large private tracts owned by mining and timber companies and 

various conservation organizations. 

 

Figure 1-1 
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Figure 1-2 
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General Population /Demographic Information 

 

As of the 2010 Census, the Countyôs total population was 30,097.  While the three adjoining towns of 

Mountain Lake Park, Oakland, and Loch Lynn Heights contain the large majority, 66%, of the Countyôs 

town dwelling population, 77% of the Countyôs residents live in the unincorporated area.  The table below 

shows the distribution of this population among the Countyôs eight towns and unincorporated areas.  The 

County experienced a population increase of 251 residents between 2000 and 2010; however, the 

population of the towns increased by only six persons, while the population of the unincorporated area 

increased by 245. 

 

 Population Distribution 2000 and 2010  

Location 2000 2010 Number Percent

Unincorporated 22,981 23,226 77% 245 1%

All Towns 6,865 6,871 23% 6 0%

Accident 353 325 1% -28 -8%

Deer Park 405 399 1% -6 -1%

Friendsville 539 491 2% -48 -9%

Grantsville 619 766 3% 147 24%

Kitzmiller 302 321 1% 19 6%

Loch Lynn Heights 469 552 2% 83 18%

Mountain Lake Park 2,248 2,092 7% -156 -7%

Oakland 1,930 1,925 6% -5 0%

Total 29,846 30,097 100% 251 1%

Change 2000 - 2010Population
2010 % of 

County 

Population

 

Source:  2010 Census 

Although the County is currently experiencing a population decline, the Countyôs long term population 

projection is to increase to 31,200 by 2025. The 2015 population estimate is 29,460, down 637 people 

from 2010 numbers.  It is yet to be determined whether this trend will continue or whether the projection 

of an overall increase by 2025 will hold true.  While the projected increase is a change of only 1,103 

persons, it represents a significant change in age distribution.  The population age 19 and under is 

projected to decrease by approximately 879 persons and will represent 21% of the population, down from 

25%.  The population age 65 and over is projected to increase by about 2,179 and will comprise 24 

percent of the population in 2025 compared to 17 percent in 2010.   

 

 Garrett County 2010 Population and 2025 Population Projection 

Age Number Percent Number Percent

0-19 7,509              25% 6,630             21%

20-64 17,357            58% 17,160           55%

65+ 5,231              17% 7,410             24%

Total 30,097            100% 31,200           100%

20252010

 
 
Source: Maryland Dept. of Planningôs Demographic and Socio-Economic Outlook, Revised January 2015 

 

 



7 
 

Other important demographic information: 

Education: 

                                                                

< Grade 9        Grade 9-12          High School      Some College   Assoc. Degree     Bach Degree  Grad Degree 

  4.53%             7.32%             43.24%           17.82%         8.06%       10.54%      8.48% 

Labor Force: 

 14,551    4.9%    Ź-14.04% 

         Labor Force  Unemployment Rate       Unemployment Rate 

                Change (1 year) 

 

Income and Spending: 

$47,406 

Median Household Income 

40% less than the state 

16% less than the nation 

 

13.8% of County residents fall below the poverty level with 12% having no health insurance. Racial 

diversity is minimal at an estimated 97.4% white (2011-2015 estimate), with a negligible amount of 

residents who speak a language other than English. 

An important consideration when formulating the LPPRP is the impact of additional visitors and vacation 

homeowners to the year round resident population. Since the area is considered a premier vacation 

destination, the County experiences a pronounced influx of people, especially in the Deep Creek Lake 

area, during the summer, the winter ski season, holiday weekends and during certain special events.  

Annually, the County is host to visitors who come to take advantage of boating, bicycle events such as the 

Gran Fondo, the Savageman Triathlon, hiking, kayaking, winter sports, the manmade and natural 

whitewater features and other outdoor activities.  The County population can more than double during 

these periods. It is understood that these visitors are largely seeking outdoor recreational activities along 

with the peace and tranquility associated with a low population density, reduced road traffic and pristine 

landscapes.  

A study in 2003, estimated the peak-day population in the Deep Creek area to be 27,044 compared to a 

year round population of 4,2461. This study is dated, and has not been repeated.  However, the Garrett 

County Chamber of Commerce conducts research to determine the number of visitors to the Deep Creek 

Lake area on a regular basis.  Their most recent research indicates that 1.2 million visitors frequent Deep 

Creek Lake and Garrett County every year.  The recreational needs of this large and vital short-term 

population are an important consideration.  For example, the Department of Natural Resources (DNR) 

estimated that one and one-half million people visited Deep Creek Natural Resource Management Area, 

Deep Creek State Park, Herrington Manor State Park, Jennings Randolph Lake and Swallow Falls State 

Park in 20092.  Though the population of the County averages just 30,000 residents, the visitors from the 

immediate region and the outlying areas are attracted by the Countyôs recreational opportunities and 

amenities.  

[1] Source: 2004 Deep Creek Lake Boating & Commercial Use Carrying Capacity Assessment (ERM) 

[2] Source:  Garrett County Heritage Area Management Plan, October 2011 
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While over three-quarters of Garrett County residents live outside of an incorporated town, many of the 

parks, playgrounds and team based sports activities are located within the eight towns. Consideration 

must be made for travel time by participants, the availability of volunteers for coaching, coordination, 

scheduling, maintenance and fund raising efforts. Parking availability, County infrastructure, local law 

enforcement and weather conditions are also important concerns of some of the annual popular events 

that are held in the County.  Other considerations are the recreational needs of the aging resident 

population, the changing popularity of certain sports activities, newly popular eco-friendly life styles and 

the improvement in information technology and internet access that allows for longer visits and added 

recreational activities.   

Though future population growth is expected to be modest, it is also expected that increased leisure time 

and the Countyôs favorable geographic location should increase visitors and part-time residents to the 

area. The local economy of the region is dependent on continuing to provide the amenities that fulfill the 

needs of the resident population and also attract the many visitors to the area.  The Countyôs numerous 

parks, preserved land, accessible state owned forest land and numerous recreational opportunities are 

especially important to attract these visitors and sustain the needs of the Countyôs residents. 

 

Network Introduction  
 

Garrett County has a robust system of parks and recreation, natural resource lands and agricultural lands.  

In fact, so much of the Countyôs land area is covered by these features that one map depicting the entire 

system would be unreadable.  In addition there is much overlap between features which would be hard to 

differentiate on one map.  For example, all water features are natural resource areas, but not all water 

features are publicly accessible for recreational purposes.  Therefore, these maps are available for view 

separately in the Appendices. 

 

Appendix A illustrates Garrett Countyôs Parks Inventory Map.  The map includes parks and recreational 

sites owned by municipalities, the Garrett County Board of Education, and state and federal agencies.  

The County does not directly operate or maintain any parks or recreational sites.  Certain water features 

are included as sites for public recreation.  All publicly accessible water features are also included, as 

these sites are often used for rafting, kayaking or fishing.   

 

Appendix B illustrates Garrett Countyôs Natural Resource Areas.  We have defined those areas as state 

and federal owned lands, forested areas and water features.  All state and federal owned lands are forested 

but not all forested areas are state or federally owned, so overlap exists between these features as well. 

 

Appendix C illustrates Garrett Countyôs Land Preservation mapping.  Depicted on this map are easements 

and districts associated with the Rural Legacy, Maryland Agricultural Land Preservation Foundation 

(MALPF), Garrett Countyôs Agricultural Preservation District and Maryland Environmental Trust (MET) 

Easement programs. 

 

Each of these maps and their associated programs will be discussed in more detail in the following 

chapters. 
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Chapter 2.  Recreation, Parks and Open Space 

1. Executive Summary / Overview of the Parks and Recreation System in the County 

This chapter provides an overview of Garrett Countyôs public parks and recreation system.  The table 

below provides details regarding ownership and acreage of recreation and resource lands in the County. 

Garrett County has nearly 72,000 acres of recreation land, of which Garrett County owns approximately 

630 acres. 

 Recreation Resource Total 

Owner Acres Acres Acres 

Board of Education 241.6 0.0 241.6 

Garrett County 632.8 0.0 632.8 

Towns 543.9 1.8 545.7 

Garrett College 48.1 0.0 48.1 

Total Local 1,466.4 1.8 1,468.2 

State  66,133.0 21,520.0 87,653.0 

Federal 3,164.0 0.0 3,164.0 

Total State & Federal 69,297.0 21,520.0 90,817.0 

Total private/quasi-public 1,232.3 3,321.0 4,553.3 

GRAND TOTAL 71,995.7 24,842.8 96,838.5 

Note: State lands numbers were based on MD DNR calculations. 

An updated inventory of existing public parks and recreation facilities in the County is provided 

as Appendix D. This inventory was completed as part of the 2012 LPPRP and that data was used 

as a basis for the inventory.  A map that shows the location of the Countyôs parks and recreation 

facilities can be found in Appendix A.  

State and Federal Owned 

Deep Creek Lake is located in the center of the County and is the largest inland body of water in 

Maryland. The State owned, man-made lake covers approximately 3,900 acres and has 69 miles of 

shoreline. The lake was purchased by the State of Maryland, in the year 2000, from the Pennsylvania 

Electric Company and public access to the lake is mainly provided by Deep Creek Lake State Park.  

Fishing is popular on the lake, for species such as pike, bass and walleye. Recreational boating is also 

popular in the summertime. 

County Owned 

Garrett County does not directly operate or maintain the recreation land it owns. Operation and 

maintenance is generally the responsibility of local groups and organizations under lease agreements with 

the County.  For example, although the Casselman Valley Soccer Complex is owned by Garrett County 

the Casselman Valley Soccer Association is responsible for upkeep, scheduling for the facility and 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Maryland
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania_Electric_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pennsylvania_Electric_Company
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Deep_Creek_Lake_State_Park
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Walleye
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obtaining funding for improvements.  The Department of Public Works-Roads Division sometimes assists 

with labor and/or materials for park or trail improvements.   

The County Commissioners now serve as the Board of Directors for the Adventure Sports Center 

International (ASCI), which was home to the 2014 ICF Canoe Slalom World Championships. The 

complex includes a manmade white water course near Deep Creek Lake.  Though still an independent 

501c3 organization, the Garrett County Commissioners are the Board of Directors for ASCI and 

oversee the direction of the center. 

 

Recreation facilities that are owned and maintained by the Garrett County Board of Education and Garrett 

College are an especially important part of recreation provided in Garrett County.  The Board of 

Education owns and operates gymnasiums, playgrounds, ball fields and other facilities that are also used 

by residents.  The new Community Aquatic and Recreation Complex at Garrett College which opened in 

2011 provides community members with a fitness center, gymnasium and two swimming pools. A 

membership fee is required.  

Municipally Owned 

The Countyôs eight towns are responsible for the planning and maintenance of the parks and facilities 

under their ownership. The town staff also assists in their own park and recreation programs. The towns 

fund their parks and programs through a variety of sources.  The towns can apply annually for POS 

funding through the County to improve, update, and enlarge the existing parks and recreation facilities. 

The towns or other organizations also must provide the ten-percent match that is required for POS 

expenditures. The County Commissioners decide which requests can be funded, based on the available 

funds. 

Privately Owned 

Wisp ski resort, located in the center of the County near Deep Creek Lake, is home to a thriving winter 

tourism industry. This resort expanded its offerings to include all season activities such as golf, biking, a 

mountain coaster, ropes course and a canopy tour. 

New recreation facilities have recently been added in Bloomington that are maintained by the 

Bloomington Fire Department. Recently, a large indoor recreation facility has been proposed in 

Grantsville.  

Annual events such as the Grand Fondo Bicycle Race, the Deep Creek Dunk, various white water events 

and the Savage Man Triathlon have also become very popular in recent years. 

Local organizations and athletic clubs in Garrett County fully or partially fund and maintain public or 

quasi-public1 recreation facilities.  These include, but are not limited to, the Casselman Valley Soccer 

Association, McHenry Lions Park, the Bloomington Fire Department, Eastern Garrett Community 

Association, and the Avilton Community Association.  Other facilities are maintained by local 

community organizations and associations. 

Trail System 

Many miles of trails have been developed under the direction of Garrett Trails, since the 2012 Recreation 

Plan.  Garrett Trails is a nonprofit, volunteer organization dedicated to the development of a well-used 

                                                 
1 Quasi-public recreation facilities include facilities that are publically owned while being managed by a non-

governmental organization or privately owned facilities that allow a degree of public access. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wisp_Ski_Resort
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network of high-quality, sustainable trails that provide access to Garrett Countyôs historic, municipal and 

environmental treasures which link to trails outside the County.  Most recently the group has been 

working on the Meadow Mountain segment of the Continental Divide Loop trail system.  Trail alignment 

and design have been completed and the group has tentative approval for construction of a segment of the 

trail. 

In addition to their work on the Continental Trail Loop, they have also recently been working with the 

Department of Planning & Land Management and Garrett College in developing a vision of a trail 

network in McHenry that has its initial focus on providing a safe walking path for students from Garrett 

College to various points in the McHenry area including Rt. 219 up to Pysell Road. Many of these 

students do not have vehicles and walk to the grocery store, urgent care and many necessary places in the 

area.  Currently no off road path is available to them, creating a dangerous situation for both pedestrians 

and motorists. 

Other Garrett Trails Projects being pursued include, but are not limited to: ASCI to Fork Run, Fork Run 

to Swallow Falls, Swallow Falls to Oakland, Connectivity of all municipal trails, Meadow Mountain to 

Meyersdale, PA, Jennings Rail Bed to Grantsville, Friendsville to Youghiogheny Lake, Friendsville to 

Sang Run, the Deep Creek Lake Lions Club Trail, Deep Creek Lake State Park (Phase II and III), and the 

4H Camp to Deep Creek Lake State Park. 

In general, Garrett Trails will work to promote and market the usage of trails in Garrett County as well as 

the tristate area. For more information about the work and mission of Garrett Trails visit 

www.garretttrails.org. 

Administration  

Neither the County nor the municipalities have dedicated parks and recreation departments.  The County 

uses groups and organizations, along with direction from the Department of Planning and Land 

Management to oversee County parks and recreation. The Planning Department is responsible for 

organization and administration. This includes administering funding applications from local towns and 

organizations through Maryland Department of Natural Resource (DNR) Program Open Space (POS).   

This County office also serves as a form of central clearinghouse for recreation initiatives by other 

organizations and activities by the towns and local trail organizations.  The Planning Commission and the 

County Commissioners provide policy support, input and guidance.   

Challenges 

 

Because the County does not have a Parks & Recreation Department and no dedicated staff to attend to 

parks, recreation and trails related issues, the responsibilities of administration of POS applications and 

funds, overseeing land preservation programs, coordinating with various groups, and updating the Land 

Preservation, Parks and Recreation Plan are shared amongst staff in the Planning & Land Management 

Department.  While this presents a bit of a disjointed administration, it has been successful, largely 

because the County does not oversee the acquisition and maintenance of the facilities.  If, at any point in 

time, the County takes on more responsibility for parks, trails and recreation facilities, the County will 

need to consider investing in a full time staff person. 

 

Looking to future needs, providing recreation to an aging population may present additional challenges 

and ensuring that we have trails that cater to all skill levels will partially meet that challenge.  Some might 

feel that having ¾ of our residents outside of municipalities, where many parks are located, would be a 

challenge.  However, what is being missed in that assessment is the fact that the State owns 66,133 acres 

of recreation land and 20,950 acres of resource land for a total of 87,083 acres available to the public, 

which is all located outside of the municipalities.  Those lands are discussed further in Chapter 3. 

http://www.garretttrails.org/
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Benefits 

 

There are apparent environmental, economic and health benefits for Garrett County to maintain and 

enhance parks and recreation systems in the County. These systems provide opportunities and amenities 

for both residents and visitors to the area. These benefits to the County are enhanced by outdoor or natural 

resource based recreation, such as trail hiking, bicycling, white water rafting, boating, hunting and 

fishing. 

 

Each year, visitors along with the local residents substantially contribute to the Countyôs 

economy and their own health, while keeping the County in pristine condition. These active 

recreation and outdoor based recreation activities are vital for the health and wellbeing of the 

population and also to keep visitors coming back to the County. Residents and visitors seek out 

these amenities, working hand in hand with the Countyôs tourism industry.  

 

2. Goals and Objectives for Parks and Recreation 

 
a. General Content Information  

 

The types of parks provided within Garrett County include County Owned Regional Parks, School 

Recreation Areas, Municipal Parks, Natural Resource Areas, Private & Quasi-Public Lands, and 

Community Association Lands. 

 

County Owned Regional Parks-The County owns some regional parks that are used for a variety of 

recreation activities such as field sports, walking trails, basketball, picnicking and other uses.  The 

Casselman Valley Soccer Complex, located near Grantsville, in the northeastern portion of the County is 

a 15-acre complex that is managed by the Casselman Valley Soccer Association.  The Eastern Garrett 

County Park near Finzel is managed by the Eastern Garrett County Parks Association and consists of 20 

acres.  The 32-acre McHenry Lions Park, located in McHenry is partly maintained by the Deep Creek 

Lions Club and by Garrett College for use of the softball field. Crellin Community Park (7.8 acres) 

consists of a softball field and other amenities and is owned and partially maintained by the County. 

 

School Recreation Areas ïSchool recreation areas consist of land and facilities owned by the Garrett 

County Board of Education and Garrett College. Garrett College owns and operates the new Community 

Aquatic and Recreation Complex (CARC), including two swimming pools, a full size competition pool, 

weight lifting equipment and fitness programs. The college also owns and operates a large baseball field 

and basketball gymnasium.   

The sports stadiums at Southern High and Northern High Schools provide athletic fields for football, 

soccer, track and other sports activities.  Both high schools have outdoor basketball and tennis courts. 

Indoor gymnasiums provide basketball and volleyball courts and equipment for wrestling, along with 

other sports. The Hickory Environmental Education Center, located on the Northern High grounds, 

includes a nature hall, summer camp, swimming pool, walking trails, a planetarium and other amenities.  

The facility at Hickory Environmental Education Center is an excellent opportunity for the school system 

to partner with DNRôs Children in Nature program. 
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Children in Nature 

The Maryland Partnership for Children in Nature is a public and private partnership that has 

worked collaboratively to provide opportunities for children to play and learn outdoors and 

promote environmental literacy.  The Partnership for Children in Nature was instrumental in 

helping the State to update the pre K ï 12 environmental literacy education program (COMAR 

13A.04.017) and to pass the first Environmental Literacy Graduation Requirements (COMAR 

13A.03.02.03) in the nation.  Since then, the Partnership has worked diligently to support school 

systems as they develop and implement their local environmental literacy programs, fostering 

collaboration among formal and non-formal educators, helping to increase opportunities for 

student outdoor experiences and teacher professional development, and more.  Many county 

parks staff across the state are working with school systems and other educators to develop ways 

to support the environmental literacy graduation requirement by increasing access to public lands. 

The middle schools associated with both high schools also maintain their own facilities through the Board 

of Education. Local organizations have joint use agreements, allowing a degree of public use of sports 

fields, gymnasiums and other facilities, pending scheduling. 

The County has eight elementary schools:  Friendsville, Route 40, Crellin, Accident, Grantsville, Swan 

Meadow, Broad Ford and Yough Glade. Each of the schools provide playground type activities with 

sports fields, gyms and other facilities that may at times be available to the public. The schools are 

distributed evenly throughout the County, providing easy accessibility to County students and residents.  

Municipal Parks- Municipal parks serve County residents with facilities such as trails, sports fields, 

tennis courts and pavilions. The eight towns in the County own and maintain various parks located within 

or nearby the communities.  Municipal parks generally range in size from 15 to 75 acres and serve 

communities, citizens of the County and the general public.   

The eight municipalities in the County: Grantsville, Accident, Friendsville, Oakland, Loch Lynn, Deer 

Park, Kitzmiller and Mt. Lake Park, all own and operate facilities, which are located within the 

municipalities. Amenities range widely in scale of the activities and the facilities provided.   Local 

sporting organizations have contractual agreements that allow use of fields, gymnasiums, and other 

facilities pending scheduling.   

The towns also have several small parks, which are typically one acre or less, generally located within a 

neighborhood or a town center district.  These parks supplement the larger, active-recreation parks. 

The Town of Oakland also owns and maintains Broadford Lake.  The lake property totals 400 acres, part 

of which is located in the town of Mt. Lake Park. The lake is used as a public water supply and is also 

available for swimming, boating and fishing.  Broadford Park and Recreation area also has field sports, 

volleyball courts and running trails.    

Piney Reservoir, located in the northeastern portion of Garrett County, is a large public water source for 

neighboring Allegany County. The lake is open to the public for fishing but not boating. The 1,371 acre 

reservoir and surrounding protected property is owned and maintained by the City of Frostburg.  Hiking 

and picnicking are permitted at the site.  

Natural Resource Areas- Natural resource areas largely consist of State owned land.  Maryland State 

Forests and State Parks account for 89,209 acres.  This undeveloped, protected land is used for hunting, 
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trails, birdwatching, camping and other recreational activities.  This land provides recreational 

opportunities in the County that are secondary to the preservation of the existing natural resources.     

Federal lands owned by the USA associated with flood control dams such Jennings Randolph Lake (1,943 

acres) and Youghiogheny Lake (1,189 acres) account for large areas of land that are preserved as natural 

resource areas. Much of the land not flooded is forested and managed by the federal government. 

Restroom facilities and boat ramps are provided. Camping is available in the state parks. Fishing and 

boating is popular on both of the federal owned lakes.   

According to the tax records, these areas combined make up approximately 93,712 acres, which accounts 

for 22 percent of the Countyôs total land area. 

Private, Quasi-Public Lands and Community Associations- Private, quasi-public lands account for 

approximately 2,400 acres of recreational land in Garrett County.  These special use areas have a range of 

specialized recreational facilities.  A large number of the special use areas in the County are under private 

ownership and include campgrounds, golf courses, Wisp Resort, and the Oakland Country Club.  

Mountain Lake Park Tennis Club, Bloomington Town Park and the Western Maryland 4-H Education 

Center are also special use areas.   

There are numerous privately owned marine oriented facilities, including private boat marinas, offering 

personal watercraft, boat rentals, dock slips, and ramp access.  The Wisp ski resort and the ASCI 

whitewater course are two private facilities that have a regional, and even a national, recreational appeal.  

A community center has been established in Avilton and a new town park in Bloomington, under private 

ownership, by virtue of a Joint-Use Agreement with the County and DNR.  The Swanton Community 

Center owns and operates the community center located in the unincorporated town of Swanton. 

Bloomington has a neighborhood park that is maintained by the Bloomington Volunteer Fire Department. 

Adventure Sports Center International (ASCI) and Fork Run Recreation Area are two special use areas 

that have a unique relationship. ASCI was originally built in conjunction with the Adventure Sports 

Institute at Garrett College, which offers an Associateôs degree in adventure sports. ASCI is a non-profit 

center with a man-made, recirculating whitewater course that is open to the public. The course is host to 

championship level canoe and kayak competitions. Additionally, ASCI and the general public has access 

to the 550-acre, County owned Fork Run Recreation Area. This forested area is used for rock climbing, 

hiking and mountain biking.  Nine and one-half miles of single track mountain bike trail have been 

constructed on the site, as of this Plan.  

Due to the visitor-oriented nature of the County, there are many privately owned camping facilities and 

several golf courses.  The County currently has only one privately owned bowling alley, which is located 

near Oakland, though a new facility is planned near McHenry in the near future.   

The County updated its inventory of recreation and open space land and facilities for this Plan.  This 

detailed inventory table of park and recreation sites, including acreage and facilities at each site, is found 

in Appendix D. The Parks and Recreation Map found in Appendix A shows the location of each site. The 

table on page 9 provide a breakdown summary of this land by owner.   

 

b. County Goals:   

The services, roles and benefits provided by public parks are vital to the County.  The provision of public 

parks and recreational facilities are an important part of the community and an important attraction for the 

entire area. 

The Countyôs goals, objectives, and policies for public recreation and parks for 2012 were general and 

able to be carried over to this edition of the plan. The County has made great strides to reach the goals 
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established in the 2012 LPPRP for parks and recreation and to be consistent with the 2008 Garrett County 

Comprehensive Planôs overall goals and objectives for Community Facilities. They are:  

 

a. Provide a wide range of recreation areas and facilities that is well-distributed to serve the 

needs of residents and visitors, and that takes into account future residential growth 

patterns. 

 

Progress to date: Between the municipal parks, state lands and handful of county-owned, 

privately maintained facilities, the County continues to offer a plethora of opportunity.  The 

County has supported requests for new trails and facilities at new locations, like the dog park in 

McHenry, Fork Run trail system, and others. 

 

Progress to be made:  The County is beginning the process of updating its Comprehensive Plan.  

Parks and recreation will be part of discussions, specifically to marry the insight of planning for 

growth in appropriate locations with available facilities. 

 

b. Work cooperatively with the Countyôs incorporated towns to provide parks and recreation 

facilities. 

 

Progress to date:  The Countyôs municipalities rely heavily on Program Open Space (POS) 

funding as well as Community Parks and Playgrounds funding.  The County has continued to 

funnel the available POS funding to the existing facilities along with supporting new sites that 

have been developed.  Usually the yearly grant amount is enough to help fund the existing parks 

by replacing obsolete equipment and dated construction.  Handicap access has been added in 

many areas and modern amenities added where possible, as funds permit.  In addition, the County 

has instituted a process to aid the towns create a 5 Year Plans for Parks and Recreation that we 

hope will become a regular part of our annual conversations. 

 

Progress to be made:  The towns are short-staffed and rarely have the opportunity to conduct 

long range planning or adequately inspect their facilities.  If the County decides to make Parks 

and Recreation a more established part of the processes within the Planning and Land 

Management Department, they might consider establishing a process to assist the towns with 

those needs. 

 

c. Use public schools as focal points for community recreation, in addition to education.  

Maximize use of school facilities when they are not needed for school activities. 

 

Progress to date:  The Garrett County Board of Education participates in the POS program and 

uses available funds to maintain their facilities that are open to the public.  They have effectively 

scheduled the use of their facilities with local organizations and sports teams to ensure maximum 

utilization. 

 

Progress to be made:  If the County chooses to expand the Parks and Recreation duties of the 

Department, more accurate usage reporting should be conducted and tracked. 
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d. Support community and non-profit organizations to provide recreation programming for 

persons of all ages. 

 

Progress to date:  Through the POS programs, improvements to community organizations such 

as the Deep Creek Lions club, AYSO youth soccer league, MSA soccer league, HART for 

Animals, the Avilton Community Center, and many more organizations not associated with 

municipalities, the Board of Education, the county or the state, have been able to offer new 

services as well as maintain existing ones. 

 

Progress to be made:  If the County chooses to expand the Parks and Recreation duties of the 

Department, more accurate usage reporting should be conducted and tracked. 

 

e. Cooperatively work with state and federal agencies and through private-public 

partnerships to expand recreational offerings that promote year-round tourism. 

 

Progress to date:  One significant happening in the recent past is the establishment of an 

Administrative Council composed of liaisons within the County, MDE and DNR specifically for 

the implementation of a Watershed Management Plan written for the Deep Creek watershed.  The 

plan largely focuses on environmental stewardship but also contains elements relating to 

recreation.  The establishment of this partnership is a model to be used in other watersheds and 

fosters of spirit of transparency and open communication with regards to projects, incentive 

programs and educational opportunities, not only between the agencies but also between the 

agencies and the public.   

 

Progress to be made:  While progress is being made and needs to continue in cooperative work 

with state and federal agencies, the work with private-public partnerships has not been fully 

investigated and its potential remains untapped. 

 

f. Develop an inter-connected Countywide trails network to serve different uses including, but 

not limited to, walking, hiking, bicycling, skiing, snowmobiling, off-road vehicles, and 

horseback riding. 

 

Progress to date:  Garrett Trails has made great strides at inter-connecting existing trail networks 

with the end goal of having a trail network that covers most of the county and in parts can include 

a water trail (see all references to the Eastern Continental Divide Loop).  Most notably, much 

work has been completed on the Meadow Mountain section which will eventually connect the 

Deep Creek State Park in the middle of the county with the town of Grantsville in the northern 

end of the county. 

 

Progress to be made:  Garrett Trails is sensitive to the need for a variety of trails serving the 

purposes of a diverse set of customers.  However, according to the survey conducted (results 

reviewed later in this chapter), the public feels that more trails are needed for horseback riding, 

snowmobiling and off-road vehicles.  In addition the County should continue to support efforts to 

finish the Eastern Continental Divide Loop. 
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The Stateôs goals for recreation, parks, and open space are shown below.  They are compatible with, and 

provide guidance to, the Countyôs Comprehensive Plan.  The Countyôs objectives and policies 

complement and are consistent with the stateôs goals.  They place a strong emphasis on recreation that 

supports year-round tourism.  

State Goals for Parks and Recreation 

1. Make a variety of quality recreational environments and opportunities readily accessible to all citizens 

and thereby contribute to their physical and mental well-being. 

2. Recognize and strategically use parks and recreation facilities as amenities to make communities, 

counties, and the State more desirable places to live, work and visit. 

3. Use state investment in parks, recreation and open space to complement and mutually support the 

broader goals and objectives of local comprehensive / master plans. 

4. To the greatest degree feasible, ensure that recreational land and facilities for local populations are 

conveniently located relative to population centers, are accessible without reliance on the automobile 

and help to protect natural open spaces and resources. 

5. Complement infrastructure and other public investments and priorities in existing communities and 

areas planned for growth through investment in neighborhood and community parks and facilities. 

6. Continue to protect recreational open space and resource lands at a rate that equals or exceeds the rate 

that land is developed at a statewide level. 

 

The County goals generally complement the statewide goals.  Also, the implementation of County goals 

complement and enact the state wide goals. State and local goals differ, in that Garrett County does not 

necessarily need to protect recreational open space and resource lands at the same rate that is proposed 

at a state wide level, due to the Countyôs rural nature, low population, lack of development pressure and 

the large percentage of state and government owned land. 

 

3.   Implementing Programs  

 

This section describes the framework in which Garrett County plans, acquires, develops, funds and 

operates parks and recreation facilities and open space.  State funding sources include Program Open 

Space, Rural Legacy, Land and Water Conservation Fund and Community Parks and Playgrounds 

Program (CPPP).  All of these programs are administered by DNR.  The CPPP remains an important 

source of park and recreation funding for the County. 

The Countyôs FY 2016 operating budget for municipal parks and recreation is $26,000. The operating 

budget is distributed between municipal parks, Program Open Space projects, the Historical Society, 

ASCI and the Garrett County Arts Council.  Additional funding for upkeep and recreational planning is 

provided by the towns along with other organizations that provide recreational opportunities.  Also, the 

municipalities acquire funding from the townôs general fund, grants from POS, user fees, donations from 

civic organizations and private businesses and through fundraising activities.  Volunteer labor from 

individuals and businesses also make important contribution to parks and recreation in the County.  

Recreation projects in the County are funded through grants, the capital budget and by in-kind 

contributions.  For example, the Bloomington Volunteer Fire Department purchased a former elementary 

school parcel in the town of Bloomington. The Department received some POS funding in recent years for a 

track, pavilion, and basketball court. Funding included grant money plus a ten percent match contribution 

from the fire department in the form of donated labor and materials from business and individuals.   
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POS is a very important funding source for Garrett County. This program is funded through the Stateôs 

real estate transfer tax.  Since 2007, the County has received an average of $192,272 a year, through the 

program. See the table below for the annual POS funding amounts since 2007.    

Garrett County -Program Open Space Funding- fiscal years 2007-2016 

Fiscal Year Amount

2007 604,582$        

2008 509,783$        

2009 163,828$        

2010 75,783$          

2011 -$               

2012 -$               

2013 165,758$        

2014 164,984$        

2015 118,651$        

2016 119,355$        

Total 1,922,724$     

Annual Average 192,272$         

POS funding sources alone are usually not adequate to fully fund significant acquisitions or to develop 

new parks. But recent funding amounts have returned to be a significant source of steady income for the 

Countyôs park and recreation plans. 

The services, roles and benefits that public parks and recreational lands provide to the County are vital.  

The provision of public parks and recreational facilities are an important part of the community and a 

significant attraction for the entire Western Maryland area.   

4. Inventory of Existing Public Parks and Recreation Facilities 

An updated inventory of the existing County Public Parks and Recreation Facilities is included in the 

attached spreadsheet labeled Appendix D. This inventory has been updated from the 2012 LPPRP. A 

GIS-based map of the parks and recreation lands and facilities is included as Appendix A along with a 

proximity analysis for the available parks and recreation lands. There have been only minor additions to 

the recreation land and facilities since the 2012 LPPRP, including the addition of a dog park that is still 

under construction in McHenry and new tennis courts at Southern High School.  Funding that was 

received in 2013 through 2016 was used to upgrade the existing parks, school facilities and sports fields.  

 

Park and recreation properties owned by the County- These parks include the McHenry Lions Park, 

Eastern Garrett Park, Crellin softball field and the Casselman Valley Soccer Association soccer fields.  

These parks are owned by the County but are managed by others. For example the Eastern Garrett Park in 

Finzel is maintained by the Eastern Garrett Parks and Recreation Association. Similar groups manage the 

other County owned properties. 

 

School Recreation Areas- These parks comprise land and facilities owned by the Garrett County Board 

of Education, the University of Maryland and Garrett College. Local sporting organizations have joint use 

agreements allowing a degree of public use of fields, gymnasiums, and other facilities, pending 

scheduling.  The facilities are located within the municipalities, except for the Garrett College facilities, 

located in McHenry and the University of Maryland 4-H Center near Bittinger. 
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The University of Maryland owns and operates the Pleasant Valley 4-H Center.  This 1,308 acre center 

includes a lake and beach area that is opened daily in the summer, offering swimming, fishing, canoeing 

and other activities.   

Garrett College owns and operates the new Community Aquatic and Recreation Complex (CARC), 

featuring a warm water pool, full size competition pool, weight lifting equipment and fitness programs.  

Membership to CARC is offered to all residents of Garrett County as well as visitors from outside the 

County.  

Most of the County Board of Education outdoor facilities have basketball courts and sports fields and 

many include other amenities such as tennis courts, playgrounds and pavilions. 

 

Park and recreation properties owned by the municipalities-The towns manage numerous parks in the 

municipalities of Accident, Friendsville, Deer Park, Mt. Lake Park, Loch Lynn, Oakland, Grantsville and 

Kitzmiller. These parks provide a variety of sports fields, playgrounds, picnicking facilities, fishing 

opportunities, walking or hiking paths and other amenities. 

 

The largest municipal park is Broadford Lake Recreation Area.  This is a family oriented park owned by 

the Town of Oakland.  This regional park and has 400 acres of water and land and offers a lake, picnic 

and beach areas, volleyball, basketball, softball, boat launch, trails, boating and pavilion rentals.  

 

The smaller municipal parks offer basketball or other court sports with pavilions and playground 

equipment that vary greatly in size and scale. Most rely heavily on POS funds and maintenance by the 

town.  

 

Properties Owned by the State of Maryland or Federal Government and Natural Resource Areas-

Natural resource areas are parks that have important natural, historical, cultural or recreational resources.  

In most cases, providing recreational opportunities such as trails is secondary to the preservation of the 

existing natural resources.   

The Youghiogheny and Jennings Randolph Lakes are two large flood control dams in the County that are 

controlled by the federal government.  These properties are managed by the Army Corps of Engineers and 

provide recreational opportunities for swimming, boating, hunting and fishing. The associated property 

around the lakes provide recreational land for camping, hiking and other related activities. 

State and Federal recreation lands and water in Garrett County total over 92,000 acres made up of over 

69,000 acres of recreation land and water and nearly 23,000 acres of natural resource land, as shown in 

the table on page 9. Approximately 6,000 of the 92,000 acres are made up of surface water in Deep Creek 

Lake, Youghiogheny River Lake, Jennings Randolph Lake, Savage River Reservoir, and Herrington 

Manor Lake. 

The majority of Garrett Countyôs public water access sites are located on local or state facilities. There are 

11 public water access facilities in Garrett County.  Of these sites, 9 have boat ramps for motorized access 

and all of them provide some access for non-motorized vessels.  Since some of the water bodies are used 

for public water supply, some allow fishing but not boating. 

Deep Creek Lake State Park is the largest of the six State-owned recreational parks in Garrett County and 

is estimated to draw 27,000 visitors per day on a summer weekend2.  This study is dated, and has not been 

                                                 
2 Source: Deep Creek Lake Boating and Commercial Use Carrying Capacity Study (2004) Environmental Resource Management, 

Annapolis, Maryland. 
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repeated.  However, the Garrett County Chamber of Commerce conducts research to determine the 

number of visitors to the Deep Creek Lake area on a regular basis.  Their most recent research indicates 

that 1.2 million visitors frequent Deep Creek Lake and Garrett County every year.  The other State Parks 

are Big Run, Casselman River Bridge, Herrington Manor, New Germany and Swallow Falls.  The State 

also manages numerous natural resource areas, allowing various levels of recreational activity.  Savage 

River State Forest, Potomac State Forest, and Garrett State Forest are the three largest State owned natural 

resource areas and are popular for camping, hiking, hunting, cross country skiing, snowmobiling, bird 

watching, and other activities. 

 

Within the State owned lands are the State designated Wildlands. The Wildlands are natural areas 

preserved for their wilderness character or sensitive natural resources. Although activities like hiking, 

hunting and bird watching are allowed in Wildlands, restrictions on improvements for trails and visitor 

access limit the availability of the land for many potential users. The area is still available for hiking, 

hunting and birdwatching, for those who have a means of access to these areas. Wildlands are open to 

foot traffic only, with no maintained trails or camping permitted.  This designation limits certain types of 

recreation by prohibiting trails, camping, biking and other forms of active recreation on this portion of the 

State Forest property. The designation also prohibits timbering activities and roads for access.  

 

According to the DNR Owned Lands Acreage report, the County had six designated Wildland areas 

totaling 11,135 acres, in 2013.  Four additional areas totaling 3,063 acres were added in 2014; Upper 

White Rock Run, Backbone Mountain, Maple Lick and Puzzley Run. Also, four of the Wildland areas 

were expanded in 2014, for a total expansion of 4,774 acres between 2013 and 2016. This brings the total 

to 15,909 acres of Wildlands in the County, as shown on the chart below. 

 

Wildland Name Location 2013 Acres 2016 Acres 

Upper White Rock Run Garrett State Forest N/A 300 

Backbone Mountain Potomac State Forest N/A 1,706 

Maple Lick Potomac State Forest N/A 600 

Puzzley Run Savage River State Forest N/A 457 

Bear Pen Savage River State Forest 1,517 1,517 

Big Savage Mountain Savage River State Forest 2,691 2,879 

High Rock Savage River State Forest 650 650 

Middle Fork Savage River State Forest 1,916 2,932 

Savage Ravines Savage River State Forest 2,427 2,789 

South Savage Savage River State Forest 1,934 2,079 

 

 TOTALS 11,135 15,909 

 

 

Quasi-public and/or privately owned recreational facilities or park lands that are open or available 

for regular public use:   

Private/quasi-public lands account for 1,232 acres of recreational land in Garrett County.  Due to the 

visitor-oriented nature of the County, there are many privately owned camping facilities, marinas, golf 

courses and other facilities that are available to the public.  The numerous privately owned marine 

oriented facilities, including private speed boat marinas offering personal watercraft, boat rentals, dock 
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slips and ramp access.  The Wisp ski resort and the Adventure Sports Center International (ASCI) are two 

private facilities that have a regional and even a national recreational appeal.   

 

These quasi-public and/or privately owned recreational facilities or park lands are open or available for 

regular public use. These special use areas include a range of facilities.  Fifteen of the special use areas in 

the County are under private ownership and include campgrounds, golf courses, Wisp Resort, and the 

Oakland Country Club.   

 

ASCI and Fork Run Recreation Area are two special use areas that have a unique relationship. ASCI was 

originally built in conjunction with the Adventure Sports Institute at Garrett College, which offers an 

Associateôs degree in adventure sports.  The ASCI is a non-profit center with a man-made, recirculating 

whitewater course. The course hosts championship level canoe and kayak competitions. Additionally, 

ASCI and the general public has access to the 550-acre, County owned Fork Run Recreation Area. This 

forested area is used for rock climbing, hiking and mountain biking. The County currently has financial 

ties to the property.  To date approximately ten miles of single track mountain bike trail have been 

constructed on the site, with plans to add more trails.  

 

Additionally, community centers were established in Avilton and Swanton, under private ownership, by 

virtue of a Joint-Use Agreement with the County and DNR. The centers are owned and maintained by the 

community associations and have received POS funds. Also, the Deep Creek Lions club recently entered 

into an agreement with the County to install a heritage based trail system on County owned land along 

Bumble Bee Road near the McHenry Lions park. 

 

The County updated its inventory of recreation and open space land and facilities for the LPPRP.  This 

detailed inventory includes a table of park and recreation sites, acreage and facilities at each site is 

presented in Appendix D.  The Parks Inventory Map in Appendix A shows the location of each site. 

Proximity analysis has been devised to show the availability of the facilities to all locations within the 

County. 

 

5. Measuring User Demand 

 

Public Engagement 

 

In assessing user need and demand, the County produced a web based survey, which was released to the 

public via a press release dated January 12, 2016.  The survey was found on-line, available by request via 

email and also in print form from the Department of Planning & Land Management.  The County also 

worked in partnership with local organizations by asking them to utilize their email lists to solicit 

members to participate in the survey.  The purpose of the survey was to allow citizens to identify 

deficiencies and opportunities in the level of service provided by existing parks and recreational facilities 

in the County.  The survey was made available until March 11, 2016, approximately a 2 month period.  In 

addition, approximately 2 weeks prior to the deadline, an additional reminder was sent out to remind 

anyone who had not submitted a survey to do so. 

 

The survey provided both a pull down menu for multiple choice answers and essay type questions.  It 

included the following questions: 

¶ Name 

¶ Email  
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¶ May we contact you regarding your response to this survey? 

¶ What is your age? 

¶ What is your gender? 

¶ Do you have young children living in your home? 

¶ Are you a Garrett County resident? 

¶ What is your zip code? 

¶ How important is health and fitness to your choice of recreational activity? 

¶ What types of recreation do you regularly participate in (check all that apply)? 

¶ What other types of recreation do you regularly participate in that are not listed? 

¶ What parks in Garrett County do you regularly visit (check all that apply)? 

¶ What other parks do you frequent that are not listed? 

¶ How often do you visit any of these parks in the County? 

¶ How satisfied are you with the availability of recreational opportunities close to you in Garrett 

County? 

¶ How satisfied are you with the number of parks available for your use within the County? 

¶ Which types of recreational equipment are most important to you (and your family) and your 

style of recreation (check up to 3)? 

¶ What other types of recreational equipment or facilities (not listed) are important to you? 

¶ What facilities do you recommend adding to existing parks in the County? 

¶ Is there anything else youôd like to tell us? 

¶ May we contact you regarding your response to this survey? 

 

Survey Results 

 

The survey garnered 155 respondents.  The demographics of the survey respondents were somewhat 

diverse, with 53% being male and 46% being female.  The largest proportion of the respondents (50%) 

were between the ages of 41 and 60.  The next largest age group were over 60 at 26%, followed closely 

by the 21 ï 40 year olds at 22%.  Only 2% of the respondents were under 21.  To reach that demographic 

in the future we will need to consider working with the school system.   

 

 

 

 

Age of Survey Participants

<21 21-40 41-60 61+
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Most of the respondents (56%) did not have any young children living at home.  17% had pre-teens living 

at home, 12% had teens between the ages of 13 and 18 living at home, and 15% had children ages 19 or 

older living at home. 

 

 

 

Most respondents placed great value on health and fitness in their lives. 

 

 

 

 

Of all the parks in the County, the respondents visited the state parks most regularly, with on average the 

state parks being visited twice as regularly as municipal parks. 
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The frequency with which the respondents visited these parks was generally once or twice a month (32%) 

or 4 or 5 times per year (26%).  20% of the respondents visited these sites once per week, while 10% visit 

3 or more times per week, and 9% visit once or twice per year. 

 

 

 

In general, the types of recreational facilities preferred can be broken into three groupings, with the most 

popular being the wilderness experience, nature trails and walking, biking or skiing trails. The second 

grouping includes ORV/Snowmobile trails, dog parks, playgrounds, campgrounds, fitness trails and 
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What Parks in Garrett County 
do you regularly visit?

How often do you visit
(parks from previous question)?

not applicable (do not visit) once or twice per year

4 or 5 times per year once or twice per month

once per week 3 or more times per week




