
  
 

GARRETT COUNTY PLANNING AND LAND DEVELOPMENT OFFICE 
203 S. 4th St –Room 210 
Oakland Maryland 21550 

(301) 334-1920 FAX (301) 334-5023 
E-mail:  planninglanddevelopment@garrettcounty.org 

    
MINUTES 

 
The Garrett County Planning Commission held its regular monthly meeting on 
Wednesday, August 6, 2008, at 1:30 pm, in the County Commissioners Meeting Room. 
Members in attendance at the meeting include: 

 
            Troy Ellington Joe McRobie       Karen Myers 
            Tim Schwinabart Ruth Beitzel       Paul Durham   
            Gary Fratz Jeff Messenger   Bill Franklin  
 George Brady John Nelson-staff       Ruth Yoder     
            Tony Doerr Chad Fike-staff   Chad Everett    
                        
1. Call to Order – By Chairman, Troy Ellington at 1:30 pm. 
 
2. The July minutes were unanimously approved as submitted.  
 
3. Report of Officers – none 
 
4. Unfinished Business – none 
 
5. New Business-   
 

A. Pubilc Meeting for Garrett County Comprehensive Plan. Mr. Nelson noted 
that at 7:00 pm, on August 21, at the Garrett College auditorium a public hearing 
would be held concerning the new Comprehensive Plan.  The mandatory hearing 
will be a joint public hearing with the County Commissioners and the Planning 
Commission. The purpose of the hearing is to hear public comments that may be 
expressed by citizens of the county regarding the draft plan.  Following the 
meeting, decisions must be made regarding any changes to the plan in light of 
the public commentary. The public meeting will remain open for at least two 
weeks after the meeting. Mr. Nelson suggests that the next regular meeting of the 
Planning Commission be moved from September 3 to Wednesday, September 
10, to allow time to consider any comments that may arise from the public 
hearing. 

 
B.  Review of the State of Maryland’s Comments on the County’s 

Comprehensive Plan. Ben Sussman of ERM has drafted a summary showing the 
comments that have been received thus far on the Comprehensive Plan. 
Comments have been received from the Maryland Department of Planning, 
Maryland Department of the Environment, and the Maryland Department of 
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Natural Resources.  A copy of this 11-page review titled “Review of Comments 
Draft April 2008” is attached to this document. The Commission reviewed each 
comment from the review, as compiled by ERM, line by line.  More information 
will be added to this review before the next meeting of the Commission, 
including staff recommendations and additional comments from the general 
public.    

 
 Mr. Nelson expects to have the draft copy of the Plan available on the county 
website before the August 21 public meeting. The draft copy should be offered 
for final approval at the October meeting of the Planning Commission.   

 
 

B. Public Commentary- None   
 
  

C.  Miscellaneous 
 
1. Deep Creek Watershed Zoning Appeals Cases – 
 

a. VR-648- an application submitted by Philip and Erika Rauh for a 
Variance to allow the construction of a proposed grandfathered, 
nonconforming structure that would be approximately 130 square feet 
larger than the previously grandfathered, nonconforming structure. The 
property is located at 642 Rock Lodge Road, tax map 50, parcel 102, and 
is zoned Lake Residential. 

 
 The Commission has no comment regarding the request.   

 
2. Minor Subdivisions – Approved minor subdivisions have been included in 

the packet that was mailed to the Commission members, prior to the meeting. 
 
3. Waivers Requests- 

 
a. Ruth Yoder-Ruth Yoder requests a waiver from Section 302 of the 

Subdivision Ordinance. That section requires a maximum density of one 
dwelling unit per three acres in an Agricultural Resource land 
classification. Ms. Yoder would like to place a temporary dwelling on her 
two-acre property designated as tax map 8, parcel 357, located off of 
Dorsey Hotel Road. An existing single-family residence is currently 
located on the property.  The proposed temporary dwelling or mobile 
home is intended for Ms. Yoder’s elderly sister who is in need of care and 
supervision.  After discussion, the Planning Commission granted 
conditional approval of the waiver request by a vote of 7 to 0. Approval of 
the waiver is conditioned on the following requirements:  

 
1. The proposed dwelling unit must be temporary in nature with no 

permanent foundation,  
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2. The proposed dwelling must have a floor area of 1,000 square feet or 
less; and  

3. The dwelling must be removed as soon as the owner’s sister no longer 
resides there.   

 
 

4. Discharge Permit Applications  
 

a. Kitzmiller- Mr. Nelson has received a notice of a renewal of a permit 
application for the wastewater treatment plant for town of Kitzmiller. The 
permit is to treat up to 50,000 gallons per day that will discharge into the 
Potomac River. The Commission has no comment on the application. 

  
b. Gorman – Notice of a renewal was received for a permit application for 

the wastewater treatment for the Garrett County Sanitary District for the 
Gorman area. The permit will be to treat up to 8,500 gallons per day that 
will discharge into the North Branch of the Potomac River. The Planning 
Commission has no comment on the application. 

 
 
 

  E.   Action on Planned Residential Developments (PRD) and Major Subdivisions 
 

 
1. Wisp Resort PRD Phase 9A, B and C Lodestone Subdivision, Greenbrier 

Section - DC Development has submitted an amendment to the Preliminary 
plat of the Wisp Resort Phase 9A, B and C Lodestone Subdivision, Greenbrier 
Section, showing one new lot located off Sandy Shores and Shingle Camp 
Roads. The property is part of the Wisp Resort Planned Residential 
Development and is located on tax map 49, parcel 11, and map 57, parcel 618 
in a Lake Residential zoning district.  The Planning Commission granted 
preliminary approval for a total of 60 lots during their November 1, 2006 
meeting.  The Maryland Department of the Environment recently granted the 
developer permission to add a new lot in an area of non-tidal wetland and 
buffer fill. The Commission granted approval of this addition to the 
Preliminary plat by a unanimous vote of 7 to 0. 

 
2. Wisp Resort PRD Phase 9A,B and C Lodestone Subdivision, Greenbrier 

Sections 5 and 6. The developers, DC Development, submitted Record and 
Final plats of Section 5 and 6 showing a total of five lots located off Sandy 
Shores and Shingle Camp Roads. The property is part of the Wisp Resort 
Planned Residential Development and is located on tax map 49, parcel 11, and 
map 57, parcel 618 in a Lake Residential zoning district.  The Planning 
Commission granted preliminary approval for a total of 60 lots during their 
November 1, 2006 meeting.  The Commission granted approval of these 
Record and Final plats by a unanimous vote of 7 to 0. 
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3. Preliminary and Final Plat, Gibson Commercial Lot- The developer, 
Steven Gibson, submitted a Preliminary and Final plat for a one-lot 
commercial subdivision located off of Hutton Road.  The property is located 
on tax map 77, parcel 109, in a Suburban Residential land classification. The 
Planning Commission granted approval of this Preliminary and Final plat by a 
unanimous vote of 7 to 0. 

 
4. Preliminary Plat- Weber Crossings- The developer, Lost Land GC, LLC 

submitted a Preliminary plat for a seven-lot subdivision located off of Weber 
Road. The property is located on map 78, parcel 725 in a General Commercial 
land classification.  The Planning Commission granted approval of this 
Preliminary plat by a unanimous vote of 7 to 0. 

 
5. Record Plat- North Shore West Phase II. The developer, Bill Franklin, 

submitted Record plats for Lots 14 and 15 of the North Shore West Phase II 
subdivision. The Planning Commission granted final approval of the 
subdivision on June 4, 2008, and the developer has submitted Record plats of 
individual lots for recording purposes.   

 
6. Record Plat- Cathedral Springs- The developer, Bill Franklin, has 

submitted a Record plat of Phase II consisting of 20 lots in of the Cathedral 
Springs subdivision. The Planning Commission granted final approval of the 
subdivision on June 4, 2008 and the developer has submitted Record plats of 
different phases of development for recording purposes.   

 
7. Record Plat- Sweet Rewards Farm- The developers, Don and Pam Adams, 

submitted a Record plat- Lot 15, Phase IV of the Sweet Rewards Farm 
subdivision. The Planning Commission granted final approval of the 
subdivision on July 6, 2005, and the developer has submitted Record plats of 
different phases of development for recording purposes. 

 
 

 F. Next Scheduled meeting - The next regular meeting of the Planning Commission 
is scheduled for Wednesday, September 10, 2008, in the County Commissioners 
Meeting Room, at 1:30 pm.   

 
 G. Adjournment- 3:15 pm.   

 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 

William J. DeVore 
         Zoning Administrator 
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